















Forrti Ref. No, T, 4. 




W. D. WOODIN & CO., LIM1 

LIBE1IA 


FILL No. /£,{ 

Rn^No. Jp 

c* DEC 1923 


LONDON. WEST AFRICA HOUSE , KtNCSWAV, W.C2 


Tf h,ia**"Hic adopk**; 
Shacfam,, Tilikt," L o n so a 


Bor/trjc. 


This lei ter refers to >' 
Department 


Provincial Agent' s Off ice, 
__Monrovia, 


M^sdCix*. 


12th. Beer. /,<? 23 - 



His Brlttanic Majesty's Charge d' Affaires ad inter in, 

MONROVIA. 


I am in receipt of your letter of the 10th Inst relative to my com¬ 
plaint against 2he Superintendent of dryland County with regard to 
Permits of Hesideaee, and note that the Secretary of State considers the 
proper course is to lodge the complaint vrith the department the In¬ 
terior* Having regard to the usual result of lodging complaints 

to these DgpartmentSf ^ have decided to tslce no further action in the 

matter* 


Yours 



rvisor 




















X 

~ef\ Ho. 15V-V775* 


De c c tuber If th , L 9P ;■» * 



j IT IF* LI G '.I 1 1 ON ? 

JZOH:rjOVTA. 


Your ^fltcellciioy, 

I Lave t i t humour to . otaov: ledge with 
thanks the receipt, or yuar desptich ho. 966/L -f to-rny 
respecting a complaint ay t! Fupervisor of the . 
end Astern Trade- Corporation, Lid*, a t r inst» tie 
Superintendent of Larylund County, ai*d to inf ora you 
t hat * in act; ■ rd* nee vit! You. * xc f i le:icy *a migration, 

. !.t ve advised * .r. Morris to approach Me Interior 
I i^rt lent direct in this connection. 

' it! regard to the second paragraph f 

Your Lxcfilfacy*e despatch under : 1-, ate, wki 1 st I 
^ full; appreciate the Mroe of your remarks e t v t e 

exhaustion wf lejM <,.ac avinlnielr^tive remedies befo i 
making a complaint the matte: of diplomatic represent- 
at Lone, I Mve the 1 uioUf tv submit t!rt , In the present 
case, Lr. ..orris doubtless c aeirered - as I did my self-' 
th; t wit! Mr final letter protest to tie Superintend* 

* 

ent, the supreme Executive Officer in tie County, !e 
lad in fact ex ousted lit no:..inlet: M-Vt remedies &r£ 
that reprerenttlions to a Eep&rtment cf ti e Central 
Juvtmaent should properly be ^ A t! :ough his local 
na t lonal t r e p r a s e: it at 1 ve . i.j -rf t \ er, I : m c ], re g r c t to 

i avt troubled Your Excellency in t; If natter under a 
nisapprrhensloru 

I Lave the honour to be, 

Fir, : 

Your Lxctlltncy *s jOeoL-nt ih rv :;t, 

Kie Excel 1 ncy 

The Feeretary jf State 

of th" Republic of Liberia, 


frh r < 




can 


drills}: Cliargd d'affaires ad Interim. 





ones of reply please auote: 

i 5*/*V775. 

December lOtl; , 19?3* 

pi** 

'it' fuer reference to :/our 1 etter of 
November 5th last I be; t , Inform y ou that I j ,t:ve 
now received ti reply fro© the Lepsriment uf sti:te 
to ry representations regarding your complaint against 
the Superintendent ..ary h ud County in respect of 
1 1 r -ration in in; ->unrtinp peruLtp of v 'eslrience oel origin*; 
to five members jf your staff at u e Palmas . 

t Fecrrtory of state info rras me t at J e 
considers that your proper course is to lod^e your 
a onp 1 a i nt direot with ths I a , >•• rtueat the Interior 

which if necessary , v;puld is.-ui instructions for the 
rectification ,f my errors which r.ay I^ve been 

red-" by the fu print end cut ;f irrylmd County. 

I shuul d be /lad w learn 15 e results of 
y^ur application to that uei a. tmeat <-ud. should your 
corpInint not r eccive a op ro prirte sd 1 1 n t i on, t o aIce 
further representations to the Department of flats* 

I am, 

Fir, 

you v obedir nt F t rv ant, 



r r 


L_ 




J.JTlSh LhQATIOlT, 
.M.hh'iO'sTLl. 


dritieh d’affaires ad ioterinf, 

D* Morrie p £ec,, 

Fupervisor * 

.African and has ten* 'i be Corporation, hid. , 


Monrov it., 







Sir 



it i o s o:h * * u . is-iy' 33/7 65 &ataft Be c eiab or 7th 
1923 with reference to a complaint of Hr* B* D* J 
ris t supervisor oi' flic jifricjaii anc B&stem Trade 
Corporation, Ltd., against the superi&tendent of the 
iouxit} of ;. rylaud. 





In re pi; T * arc ‘■ v o nowr to point out 


t v ,ai before this at ter could be made the subject 

of diplomatic remonstrance ilr. Morris must -shew that 

he has exhausted without effect the legal or adminl- 

trative remedies provided for un&€ 101 governins 

the ripecial subject of Ms complaint. 

The supervision and execution of the ^lien 

residence __t and retaliation cx uestiou3 i r is. . 

thereunder 



The- British 3hi„ . * .. faires,^^ 


. la* 


















thereunder -re ^ la; Li tie Secretary of th: 

Interior* S£h© correct course for Hr* Horris 
_mre ao there .ore It to lave neue lib re>r e se nt a t ione 
to the 1 aerior Depart lent which I a i uuita sure .. old 
hur-'. £irc l 1. c-rery - o isle -m. 0 itto ;tioi:* I w he ad 
■ * * > ‘"I-- .arris be udvieetLto re* 

port this matter* the subject of your despatch, to the 

. 

if necessar;- t to rectify any errors that may have boon 
committed 'by the superintendent of harylaucL County# 


_ 

3 is f 
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. 'U.. 1 154/^5/765 



December 7th, 1^3. 


^JlJkJYXA * 


Your Excellency, 

I have the honour to forward herewith 
a copy of a letter which Ar, D. ...orris Fupervlsor 

of thp African rnd ^fterfi l 1 ade Corporation, Etd. ( 
har occasion, curia*? a recent vigil to Cape Palmas 
tv address to the honovrable Allan Ytncy Superintendent 
of • ryh n«l ounty . respecting th- eel-ion of the latter 
in lit cunning unexpired Permits of residence belonging 
to five r.e nr ■ f of the Corportitlun* p sta ff and compellin» 
t l eir holders to take out new ones under threat of 
cunmary de 0 ort?tion * 

£upp lenient lag the Informs tlon contained 
in the enclosure herewith Mr. rrie informs me tlmt two 

of the Impounded permits would normally liave expired 
in December, 19^3, end tht remaining three in Merck, 

, 'he tuber, 19^5 • end April, 10P7, res <_ctively. 

For the reasons stated in lie letter to hr* fancy 

i:r, Morris if* nimble to cu^te X c nu bars of tn# permits. 

I huve the honour tv enquire whether any 

Executive Order or othar regulation has been mads revoke 

* 

ing existing unexpired permits with effect fr^m October 
-let or any other date and obliging their holders to 
take out new ones t the higher fee provided in tl e 
State Act approved January f^tl lest and to request 


if 


that, should it appear that to. Morris 1 complaint Is 
well grounded. such adjustment may be rra.de as may be 
equitable in the circumst. uoei, 


fhe 

Excellency 

■r * ^ 'retftry of State 

w 1 the -tpubllo of Liberia, 


itonv *M s 







1 <■' concluding paragraph r. lorris* letter, 
relating to an alleged threat by the intendsat to have 

the persons in question deported several d&os oefore u.t date 
on which their noa—ooiLrI lanec- ith i e regulation - if auoh 
in fact existr - would [.eve constituted an offence if self- 
explanatory . ' list I ora not aware of the extent to whiol 

Superintendents of Counties f • empowered eummax iiy to deport 
foreigners without trial I venture very respectfully to submit 
to Your excellency t! rX action sillier to 1 .at w lch is under¬ 
stood to have been contemplated ’ey .r. YuuOy, i-nc which oould 
obviously deprive the prospective deportee of any oppo tunity 
to adjust his affaire before leaving the hepuolic of to appeal 
through 1 is national representative to a hi her aut ority 9 
would Di liable tz lead to grave eiiborr^ser ^nt. 

ror ijuz *_xwelisncy 's convenience I transmit 
this despatch mrf its enclosure in duplicate * 

1 have the h^riour to oe, 

Sir, 

Your excellency’s obedient Bei*v&nt # 

(Signed) A, 3, Paterson 


oritlsh €Uarg4 d 1 Affaires ad interim* 




Enclosure wit. British iteration's desp&teh iio, i^* /? j / 7&5 
Cccember 7th, 1923 , to the- Department of t'tcte . 


( hr. R. D. morris to the ..on- .lien ft.at, / 

COPY 


CaP£ PAIOaS, 
ctjb* r 26th 7 19 ? 3 * 

Eon, Allen Yancy r 

Pu per int e nd eilt, 

Maryland County. 

Plr\ 

1 desire to l£.;. '« yon a protest I 


matter /f t. e Per ilts or ..-Lflicerwe. 

You ave laid It down that, nl though forelgnerr 
Lave taken out, and paid for f perlite according lu law 
they arc non oompelled to take out ne^ -•nep and ay for 
the sin* I respectfully sug^eft % at ti ls is not tie 

correct lutes entatIon >f the nt w regulation, and that 
the la «rhic) reli ter to perlite ^or which $5*30 haa to 
be ; t id t referp to urv permits or the renewal of time 
e'xpirer o:iee. It .ould scarcely teens correct to issue 
j u:? , take permit for t ra, mk V en ess a law forcing 

to take jut new permits at en enhanced c vet. We liave 
taken out and paid for 5 new Permits under your ruling , 
out under string protest* 

I must als^ protest a Inst your action in 
ndliDL the setter. 1 sent a clerk to request return 
of tlr lr own permits fo t) at I ml^ht take particulars 
of them, and did eo m the t sou- ;l tion that the permits 
belong to the ersons to whom they are issued, at least 
urlil net ones are issued. You refused either to return 
the ; emit? 7 or even to allow jar of the foreign t larks 

oonoernod to see them with a view of talking the 
i articulars I desired. This seems to bi simply high— 
handed action for no easily conceivable reason* 


a 





y jU 


. clerk also reported to me that. at the e* ne lime 
refused the particulars sectioned v you informed trrio 

V et unless the new c emits f e<eu out b; 1? n jor. t 1 t 

* 

day, i .e. on 11 ^ ?5th instant 3 >u ould Lzeuc an order for 
their deportation .♦It .In *0 hours. To the sent of ry 
ot lief there is noticing in the regulations which provides 
r u: the deportation ,f those who fall to comply with them 

1 - r * * *. Ss* -* 4 

5 days before t-f ^>-te mentioned in them, >r even after 
euoh date p end I oaa only say that such threatc have a very 
sinister appearance to foreigners peacefully pursuing t eti 
rvocations in Liberia, and it is say intention to oring this 
matter before tie correct Authorities in Umrovi*?. ; 

fjure respectfully, 

(nigned) 1. I. Morris 
uparvisor* 



■ 

In C 3 ?s 5 f ref-ly pleere cuote:- 

lS*/*^/765. 

h * 


[file No. fy*f 


Drce.b-.: gt!., 19?-:. 


jrTTJSt. I^u .TION 





X be k to &okH'jjitdL r @ tj.c rtC^lptf ur y i * 
letter da l• d .luvenbir 5t.. £nolosing top; coGniun*' 

ication witch > uis ; cd occasion to address to ti.t 
FuptrlrAentfcEit of .^arylcctio county on October 5 > 6 tL lv et 
- - din^. • action of tl t official in invoicing 

fl Vi permit 0 of residence wJ toL Lad been issued to 

>f ?;our staff ct Capef lace and in compelling 
* * > unr * threats f deportation, to take out new 
permits although tie .Id ,>nes lac not then expired. 

I purpose addressing a c,*iijsami cation un this 
matter to the iep^it xrA of S tate and you will be duly 
inferred of any dev ■ 3 opnt.nl ti t nay teke place. 


I ucL "e^ret to obrerye ll.t, through ai 
^ ^ =■ i j t, your letter of octuben ?nd list, describing 

tl c onduct towards y ou Of tie cowl wiener and 
fuM Linteaderit of Police of tie cos^ohmalth District 


wf . oii certain --cce ei.nf * we a not acknowledged 

ft tie time. I . vail aysclf of this opportunity to 
t a Jc you for t:.c ir.f :-t: t'jn cjntF.in.es! therein. 

I 01, 

Bir t 

V'^u * obedient Servant t 


a ' I* Cl.ar^ dl f 1 -np - d luteal 


. D. Morris , esq., 

Fuper*lsor, 

African & Lest-m Trad Corporation Ltd,, 

,.,onrovla, 
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FILE No. /5U 

REG. No. 7 - : 

ROD. 1 2 NOV 1923 


9X1/3. 



..JT* Chargi d'affaires* 

I Imre* the honour to ackncv/leape receipt 

of your connunication nunbar 154/ 23/680 dated ITo re Liber 

9, 1323, In which vou re rest to be granted an audience 

in order to discuss matters affooting British interest8 

* 

in the Ivepublio* 

In reply, I hare to say that I will be pleased 
to roc©ire you at the Department of State on Monday 
the 12th* instant at the hour of 10 o’ el^eh a*n* 

I Iiare the honour to be* 

Ur. Charge d’affaires, 

Yg 



British Chargd d T Affaires 
Aonroria* 








0* 


filcno. /$U 

REG, Np, 


November 9th. 1 J . 


-J Xu Ii-'K IjEiQAITXON s 


; ONhOYI^* 


¥our oxc^lleucy , 

I : v the ho iour to ret uest that you 
i--p»y be &j good us to ucoord me an audience at your 
convenience In orner that I may have loi opportunity 
.f discussing with you certain mitei t i ffecting 
British interests ir- the hepublio of Liberia, 


I • .'Ve the honour to be 


S 


/ou/ ^Xot IIenoy 1 s obedient Servant, 


British dh^fTalree ad interim* 


Kis Excellency 

The Secret* ,r of State 


Of the hr nubile of Liberia, 
-4^nr jV la, 








% 


cese of re* Is, 




I 5 V? 5 / 680 . 


t — 


November 9th, 1925 


RLE No. /W 
REG. No. 


ohlTlSh LiCt/Ji-IOl'J 
#iiOM hOYIA * 


Fir, 

I t .a:*k you for your letter of September 21st 
li st and enclosure 1 relating several cases of robbery ? t 
C- pe Palmas of wi tch your Company have beer: the victims 
and in aspect of which the local authorities appear tv 
failed or neglected to bring anyone to Justice though 
in some cases string circu s cotial end other evidence 
has been available* 

* 

I intend to brinj this matter, together with 
others In rfh.ich britlsh subjects Lav* suffered losses 
without oeing able to obtein redress, to the attention 
o the Secretary of it .te at an interview whiol I exoect 
to lave wit) him it!.in the course of a few days, and 

* trust that some a vie li ora. t ion in the conditions of 
whirl you Complain may take place* 

I am , 

Sir,* 

Y our o be n ieat F erven t , 


British c..arg^ i n L.W-rin 

' h ■ 2 -*fvP 


J. l -'row, Esci * , 

-gent, 

The Ccvalla iiver Company, Limited, 
Cape Palms* 


\ ave 












r 'Jhiie on this subject, v?e ^ight add for your 

/ general information, tliat a few days previous to the 
F first robbery reported in the foregoing, the premises of 
a Sierra beone woman trading In the town were entered during 
I the night and her entire stock removed. 

Messrs. Swanzy would no doubt be able to furnish 
you with particulars of robberies at Cape Palmas lhoTL they 
were the victims. 

Anotner firm who suffered severely through the 
depredations of local thieves was Messrs. The Atlantic 
Coast Development Co., now withdrawn fro^ Cape Palmas but 
still in business in Monrovia under the heading of The 
African International Corporation Ltd. Their Mr. Bethell 
or ;.r. Mils on, would undoubtedly he a ole to furnish you with 
more data, should you consider it advisable. 









» A 

Posted per S,S. . \ ^ 


Head GffIce; • 

ROYAL LIVER BUILDING. LIVERPOOL 


fjRANOHttf; 

GAPRAWAV, GRAND CESS 
PHILADELPHIA. HALF CAVALLA 
GBOLOBO NYAAKE (WEflflO) 
GlFLA. FtSM TOWN 

I ' Ugntpkic A t/Jrfii — 

CAVRSCO, Bl IKRON 


THE CAVALLA RIVER CO., LTD. 

(POST OFFICE BOX No. 2), 

Voa/'t ■:%/,„<*. 2lBt * September ;<>> 3 
LIBERL /. W. C. ,4friea. 


A. S. Patterson Esq., 

H.B.M. Charge d'affaires ad interim 
British Legation, 
liOiiROVIA. 


Sir, 

I have the honour to bring to your notice several 
cases of robbery (some of recent date) committed at Cape 
Palmas in which foreign merchants and traders have suffered 
considerable loss. In most cases the tnieves have made 
good their escape taking with them large quantities of goods. 
The feeble efforts made by the local authorities to trace 
the perpetrators have invariably been unfruitful. In the 
one or two instances where persons have been apprehended it 
has been due more to the steps taken by the merchants them¬ 
selves than by any act of the authorities. 

The local police force, I believe, consists of 
seven members who are generally conspicuous by their absence. 
'There we have required their services in the robbery cases 
referred to we have had to pay them to make Journeys and 
offer rewards for goods recovered. 

You will readily realise, that in these days of severe 








A.S.Patterson Sag., MONROVIA . 

' 2 , 

trade depression particularly, merchants cannot afford these extra 
losses. Whilst realising that robberies happen in all countries 
the fact cannot be overlooked that, if such acts can be committed 
with impunity and the criminals allowed to dispose of or settle 
down to enjoy their ill-gained wealth unmolested, such crime is 
bound to increase and foreign merchants not finding that security 
which is essential to profitable trading will have to seriously 
consider withdrawing frotoLiberia. 

The Cavaila River Co. Ltd., has suffered losses from 
burglaries alone during the six months ended July 3^ 3 t, 1923 to the 
extent of over Two Hundred Pounds . 

In each case Liberian watchmen have been employed by the 
Company to guard the stores and in each case they have professed 
ignorance of the robbery although they state that they were awake 
at their posts at the time When it must have been committed. 

I am of the opinion that, in most countries,watchmen under similar 
circumstances would have been liable to the closest examination^ 
if not arrett, Here, however, there appears to be considerable 
reluctance shown by the authorities in dealing with these men. 

I am enclosing with this latter a list giving details 
of various burglaries of more or less recent date that have been 
committed in this district together with a brief report In each case 
of the steps taken by the authorities in connection wltn tnen. 

Trueting that this report may lead to steps being taken 
that will bring about a condition of greater security for iorelgn 

merchants at Cape Palmas than exists at present. 









i 

f 

A»S.Patterson SBq.. MONROVIA .. 

3. 

I have the honour to be 

Your obedient servant. 



Agent for The Cavaiia River Co 












:>1 , 

t'5^ ) 



FILE No. /$& 
R 


V t - 3 '?T 13th, 1Q23 


mvnsh llg,.: ioij 



WLgT AFLIt ,. 


Ly Lord , 

I Lave the honour to transmit herewith 
copy of a despatch which I have to-day addressed to 
a Department of Overseas Trade regarding the 
difficulties which, in the existing state of Libtri 
legislation, are experienced by foreign interests 
In jtr.&lninu satisfaction from Liberian debtors. 



I have the honour to Dt, 
i'4y Lord, 

Vrith r^rc&t truth and res; ■; ot, 

Your Lords .ip*p most obedient 
umbl p Servant, 



Cti.British Charge d f . ffaires 



h r h jerty # p 


Principal Secretary 1 of State 
for Foreign Affairs. 








OTereeeB Trtdr Ho. 20. 

(W?3/3) 

October nth, 1923. 


FILE N'; /5A- 

RFO. No _ 253 


j> 11 rr:. lkustoh, 

*.0:5 SOY O, LIsLftl,•> f 

hj£ r . _hiulU i * 


Sir, 

In up/ despatch ^usirteee ho. 23 of to-day and 
in severs I recant communications in tj.r.t p cries I have 

had occasion to report on cescs In wldch British firms 
or subjects have beer* unforturnte or unwise enough to 
incur losses through ; av:n<r extended credit either in 
oills or goods to Liberi m frosa whom they now find it 
Impossible to obtain any satisfaction t In acme oases 

through the debtor^' insolvency and in others throng! 
their deliberate refusal to discharge their ubligatlons, 
and, In oast the Department Of Overseas trade should 
receive enquiries from such creditors f I venture to 
explain some of the olrcuias antes in which it is diff¬ 
icult , if not impossible for locally established 

European firms, much less unrepresented ones, to 
recover ole Imp even fron debtors who are in v position 
to pay the whole dr a substantial part of their 
obligations* 


2 4 the following extract is taken from an opinion 


given to this Office last year by ir, L. A* Grimes, now 
Attomeyp-Ck nsml of tills Bepubllo: - 


"I very plaintiff, rr e prerequisite to Is 
cause being heard , .uat snbL.it hi; eelf to the juris¬ 
diction of ti c court , with t tt.oiL understanding to 
pay costs should he fail W establish Lis suit by 
a preponderance of evidence; and according to our 
law, should their be no assets in sight from whence 
the defendant can collect i?uoh costs should he 
eventually be successful, he hat* a right to demand 
that a bone be given to secure him such costs In the 
event of his being the winning party before he can 
be compelled to make his defence'*. 


T‘ e Comptroller-General, 

Department of Overseas Trade, 

(Development end Intelligence}, 
35, Old Queen street, 

London. 8,V, ,1. 


This 














’* 51,18 roviflion does not at first s.unc ubreaeon- 

aoie and in practice doer not often affect European firms 
with loot; 1 eeicollelnricntB - since their premise b, stocks 
f‘c, t normally represent sufficient assets to satisfy any 
adverse decision - except in uppeelp when the appellant is 
al’vaya obliged to enter into a bond for & eta fifty per oent 
In exce ps of the amoimt Involved, 

, 

& . No bone is recognised unless one of the sureties 
j.? an owner of reel estate in Liberia, who oust of necessity 
be a Lloerien oltiaen, and tlie normal course when e locelly 
established European firm is required to give a bend is for 
its lawyer to obtain the signature of - such a Liberian. Some 
qualified person is usually willing to oblige in ti ie respect 
for a fee or some ©t er consider*: iion since it is a ,pr.ci- 
a ted that in sue}: a case the act is a pure formality involv¬ 
ing no risk. 

b. In the case of a non-rc-Bldfut plaintiff, -uwever, 
different ooneideratUas >vuic .rise. L.,i defendant would 
doubtless ins it on the filing of * bond, no matter now 
peless his cause might be, in order as far os possible to 
obstruct his opponent and I think it at least iiaprobt-ble 
tliat tie necessary Liberian surety Would be furthcoming 
unless , indeed, the toney to cover the bond were deposited 
•iifch . ia — In which case it would be prc.ctioa.lly Irreoover- 
aiie - or aid into the Court. Since the Chief Clerk of 

the Fupreme Court is at present nomina-lly undergoing <_ 
sentence of tw tv*.- months' imprisonment for having nle- 
appro >riated to 1.1s own use property involved in ?.n action 

B 

before that Court and wi ioh bad! been deposited wit}. } im 
in his official oapt.oitj r f whilst in & recent caee - reported 
.it .* F .epherd f d spate}, -business Ho# £6 of August I4tii 
1 9 ? 5?i ib WB-S dlsc-iogpd t et thi clerk of another loccl court 








i ~s .) 


bad committed a similar offence, for '."tick, however, 

1 e ae not punished, the risks to which litigation in 
Liberia exposes a non-reel rent cri-dit or oe realised. 


6 * Even should a favourable jud^Aent eventually 



be obtained against the defendant, he can ft.I 1 I avail 
1 last If of the provisions uf a peculiar Siberian enact¬ 
ment under which Judgment debtors arc permitted to 
liquidate their obligations, irrespective of emount, 

at the rate of v?Q .00 ( m £6“5 r ~) per month* so that, 
in the language of tt e President ! itself in his last 
hess&ee to the Legislature, in which he described t is 
law as M pe miCIous*, 

"Under this law a person oiring a debt One 
thousand dollars t being sued in our hourts for 
tills cynent ^ould be allowed a period of two 
years, nine months md ten days for its settlement; 
cud this in split of the fact that such debtor uuy 
at the time hive property or other vuiunole assets 
eauUg; M and la rn^ny ousts fur in emcees of the 
amount of debt Contrive tea and sued for M „ 


7. The collection such instalments is always 
a matter of difficulty and hue invert* aly to be placed 
in the hands of a iaw\ er who charges *? c^mmisrion vary ¬ 


ing from a mini ,iUm of ten per cent (where he is already 


in receipt of an annual retaining fee from the plaintiff) 


to 15% or ?0 ■ In other cases. 

B* I be lieve that nominally ti t debtor is 
required to enter into a bo .d x 1th & surety for the 
Ultimate payment of the debt but it is well known that 

the courts take no pains to secure the interests of 

§ 

a foreign creditor in their acceptance of a surety, 


whose land - as will be seen from u subsequent paragraph 
of this despatch-may prove ij be immune fr m seizure, 
moreover a foreigner is under the disaoiiity tiiat ne 
cennot odd real estate, which is usually tie only form 
of property that can he attached In case of default, 
and consei ueutly would be obliged to eke an inmediEite 
and forced sale of any such property in circumstance a 
which render it by no i.eans Impassable that the orig¬ 


inal 
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original owner might buy in his land for a su; lees ti^Q 
hir liability on the bond, 

9* similar risk attaches, of course, any 
advance by a foreigner on the security of reel estate in 
Liberia, so that the Bank of British rest frioa has f^r 

v 

same ti^c past refused to consider loens of this nature. 

17* Another resort of the Liberian deotor is the 
fEomestead Lew'* under the provisions of wl icl e Liberian 
may register cn acre of reel estate wit:. U bail 
eto, t standing thez'eon as his “homestead" UioJ t «n 
becomes absolutely immune from seizure or any other 
process* It is perhaps sufficient in this oonnection to 
quote the following extract from the address of the 
President to t e -egi slat tore in 19?^: - 

I r»rfer . . to our Horeetead Law. 

This law E8 It stands at present hes been aerie 
use of by many unscrupulous Liberians to evade 
the payment of their Just debts and to perpetrate 
the most glaring frauds upon their foreign 
creditors b<t at } one nd abroad". 

11* T .e iniquity of t ere two lews end the fact that 
they operate to enable Liberians to defraud ti : ir creditors 
and thus tend to destroy eny remaining shreds of Liberian 
commercial prestige have been fully or ; itted 't& tj e 
President in the puolic utterances to which reference i.es 
been made In this deft: r/tch and in others* Nevertheless 
the members of which ere doubtless actuated bob:- by 
political and person* 1 ntiwe , Ur c^neir ently refused 
to take any action un the reobamendationa of the Executive 
for their repeal* # 

IP* There is, t^ w knowledge, no burormptoy lav in 

* 

Liberia; indeed tu existence af tu tvo above-mentiomc! 
enactments would seem to reclune the operation of any 
such measure, at any rate 1th re &rd to individuals. 
Companies a e, in effect, eslnblisled end dissolved 
entirely at the pleasure of their omoters. I hew never 
yet seen a balance sheet or similar statement *f affairs 
of any Liberian company either as v going concern In 



< 5.) 


• * 


* 


liquld-iti n tt nor is the UUt=r proceep under tie 
supervision of any court or offioicl, The usutl 
significance of ells tern in dbeiia is that the- ■ 
proprietors? of the coacauy f e-el in* that they have 
ex : urted ite possibilities in the v;ay of foreign 
credit or otherwise, ouletly divide the available 
^ 0 - tf orcengst t iemselves and any iufluentlc1 creditor® 
^ho ney ^-appen to he on the spot after which the 
company ceases to exirt. 

ly. T) * foregototf considerations relate tu 
■ ectu i legislation rich prejudice® tut recovery of 
their claims by foreign creditors. It f.Lculd be 
added , whatever t law on a question may be j 
Liberian courts always incline to give deciPione^aB 
i iicxx c c »nt , ff e re " , lees f n?ouehtly, as txj>edienoy 

i np cis. PL no e « Euro p e: n c .»no e m i b i 1 ly 

presumed to be in a setter position to pay coats, 
denies, court feet?, etc,, than a Liberian results 
in esses in ich there are any elemente uf doubt or 
diapu e pp to facts or law are foregone conclusions, 
whilst even in strei t Tovw&tp mtterr wuerr there 
is no shade?’ of defence a ^ibe‘ion defantaat cen always 
rely on the court's supporting any conceivable cuibbie 
by wi ld Justice? can be delayed * 

14, The element of expediency usually arises 
only in appeals to the ^upreac^ Court when it is feared 
that, unless sone particularly scandalous award 
a. aliLE’L a foreign Interest in v- i^wer euurt Is reversed, 
international conplicetions lay ensue, 

* * ''"*.■•» •* ' ■* -* * •* ", r '* Cv » ■ ‘ \jm , • , 

15- Althougl t} e greater proportion <*f male 
^rioo“,.»iberlanr appear to belong t^ pmic branch of 
the iegrl prof tt.si ,,n, a state uf effairs wr ier inevit¬ 
ably leads to a ^Itiplication of futile and frivolous 
lawsuits, there is not one Liberian lawyer whom I could 
recommend to a prospective foreign litigant with any 


confidence 







confidence that his affaire iould receive conecleutione 

’ . * . r * 

attention. 

l$ m „,H uiixapei n firns established inhdbe i L& i*ave of 
necessity retc.in at -n annual fee va:yln£ from $25: ,00 

to v 1 , 0 JO .00 the eervioec -f a lawyer in aaifth town in w ich 
ry carry on . tesg* /hes* fees do not cover appear¬ 
ances in court and it seems that, especially in centres 
outside ^jaravis* retained la-uyers often foment vexatious 
s. otlons c^ainat tneir own clients in the Lo r fc either of 
involving then in the payment of ^dditiniil feed or of 
inducing them, frequently by deliberate misrepresentations 
as to the lav, to "c onpremise" the-threatened action, in 
w .>Mch case the lawyer receivea a sub&t&nti&l proportion 
ot t ! e spoils* 

17, in tit ot CT ;^nd I a:.* Informed by the events of 
British firms t: c t they uniformly experience much diffic¬ 
ulty in pUjrwaJiBg th- ir lawyers to institute pr-oo*- dings 
on tl sir be.a.If against Liberian debtors. This reluctance 
is generally due to - ersvnul and/or political relations 
which * re involved at almost every turn amongst the relat¬ 
ively small and dwindling iuaeric^—-jibe rian (Unities* 

18 * I trustttliat y stives in troubling ju <-t 
such length on this subject a.v e understood and 
appreciated - 

I lav* the honour to oe, 

Sir, 

Your most obedlent, 

humble Servant, 

(Signer?) A ,3. Paterson 


Acting Jrlien Ui&rg£ fVvffuiree 
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His Brittanio I'ujesty’s d 1 Affaires ad interim 

S 0 I 3 0 7 I A. 



Jith reference to tlfi conversation we have had on several occasions 
regarding incidents here which create unnecessary difficulties for 
foreigners, tbs following information will he of interest to you, though 
please understand I sea not ranking official complaint. 


Attached please find copy of a letter from the Chief of Police 
here relative to a murder ‘.which. to oh place on our premises t. few nights 
ago. 

Ton will see how we arc ordered to bury the body, for what reason 
I do not know, as I have never had experience of any co:smnity in which 
it was not the work of the Public Authority to do such things. 


Ha.tura.lly we refused to perform these rites, in consequence of 
which the murdered body was allowed to remain lying on the ground in our 
yard without Police surveillance. 


During the day our place was besieged by hundreds of people. I kept 
endeavouring to yet the body removed, and at midday, I was tL S' te ” b^}^ 
fir* J« 3* ^emilis, a Cornrlssioner of the OQumommalth who repeated these 
instructions that we were to inter tht tody who did a very large 
amount of threatening and bullying* Firstly he said lie as singly going 
to leave the body lying there, and we could do what w liked, to which I 
retorted I would put it in the a tree t* He then threatened dire conse- 
^uenoes if I did such a thing * Hext he said he would have the body 
buried and force us to pay for it, that he would take us into lourt and 
::u*ke the natter very expensive for us etc etc* 


In the afternoon I had tc go personally ^nd find the Ihief of Po¬ 
lice, in ord'ar to fret our premises protected, as they were literally 
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besieged by morbid sightseers. Eventually I got the place cleared, and 
then later on the local Authorities reached the body after it hau been 
lying) fully exposed to all who cared to lift a small blanket, in cur 

yard for seventeen hours. 


A previous incident might interest yen:— ■ 

During the alterations to our remises, a labourer was 
heating soar foal Tar, the tin of v.hich he accidentally upset ax- which 
cuxrht fire. In a feu moments, the flunks were entirely subdued with 
imter tni s-nd, and but for the excited people round, no one would 
hare known anything had occurred, The wretched boy was immediately ar¬ 
rested. -rid a little later a posse of five Policemen wi th a -ergeaat came 
to urrt st cur ion tractor Davies, a Sierra _eone Artisan who altering 
our premises, and who had instructed the Coal ~ar to be heateu . I per¬ 
sonally argued With these Policemen that I inew of no reason Why Da¬ 
vies should be arrested, as he waa not even there at the time, and sag— 
gested if there was alright to arrest him, they rai^it also arrest me, but 
to this t.iey demurred. I put tbs matter in the hands of our Solicitor, 
and it w-s apparently quashed. The next day however, the man Dswies re¬ 
ceived a irlt at 4 P*m to attend Court at 3 ?•* ansvier a charge of 
beating his wife*’to the terror of the ns 1 ghbourho 0 i.” He alleges that 
he hai no knowledge of such an incident, and when he want to the -curt, 
he was told an error had been made, but that he had been heard to make a 
lot Of noise in Ms own house one evening, and for that he would be fined 
five dollars, which he pnii. 


I night also remind you of an incident spoken of in which 
a youth who was in our employ forged a receipt and endeavoured to en— 
'bezzld 1C/-* 

Vie put the matter before the Authorities, but nothing what¬ 
ever has been done, although we were humbugged considerably for several 
days with calls.for our clerks to attend the Court. 

To doubt these incidents will be useful to you for filing 

purposes# 



P 

I omitted to mention above that the Contractor Davies was charged with 
an attempt to commit Arson! Copy of Mr. Fremman's letter with reference to 
this is attached. 
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F.D.Torres -<s%. 

Af'ent Messrs* «/. D• .Yoodin <5- -'O* ltd., 

UOjrROTH. 

Sir: 

Policeman Dumber 25 informs ass that one ”r. Davis your building 
Contractor and his c»n attempted to com.it Arson this nsornin'* "by 
setting on fire your Dumber Cne store and the Police entered the 
premises and assisted in extinguishing the fire. Dhey arrested 

Davis and his men and they ".vould not submit to the arrest. I de¬ 
mand that these men put in their appearance at my office for Police 
investigation today at 2.3O p.m or else 1 Till be compelled to ob¬ 
tain process against them. 

I am. Sir, 

Tour obedient servant, 
sgd. D.D.Preeman 

3 upt. of Felice Commonwealth District 

of Monrovia, 
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XPY. 



Year Hr. 5tell, 

last nljht at. about IC.30 p.m. the Polios on duty at the 
Station was alanaei by a squealing of a Female Voice in a small house in your 
yard - Cel "oosar ran in and found the door closed h$ forced his way in and 
found that your Counter b;y -foe had murdered his wife for habitual adultery. 


He cut her on the right and left sides first then cut her throat. He at once 


handed the razor to the Police and said. " I have done That I ’.'anted to do and 
here is the razor” I was -t once called on the sene - There were over 100 
Kroowomen and ue-n and others forcing their ’ay into the yard to see the eut— 






dered woman - 1 policed 

just returned heme - I aited for some of your Europeans to tell them the 
3tory. .then tins happened the watchrai was nowhere about although he tells 
me that he ras on the front ? I a:a coming urcun*. '-'it', the Coroner and after 


he 1 ilia, inquqst you will be required to inter the body at your leasure. You 


havi first to obtain a permit from the Clerk to open a grave. 

Yours 


D,t>. Yr j email 












